Streptococcus mutans: classification in bacteriocin-types.
A sample of S. mutans bacteriocins was studied to obtain a useful outline of strain typing since their synthesis has proved stable and not under plasmidial control. The inhibiting effectiveness against 9 oral streptococci and the sensitivity of mutacins produced by 49 S. mutans strains to heat, chloroform and proteasic activity were evaluated. On the basis of our results the producing strains are classified into five different types. We examine the possibility of obtaining a useful typing with bacteriocins and we discuss the choice of the most suitable number of indicators to arrange the strains in a limited cluster number for epidemiological purpose, or to classify freshly isolated S. mutans strains into bacteriocin-types.